
  

     June 2017 

  Ascension Update 

Update from the Pastor’s Office 
 

In words of Martin Luther 
 

Grace and Peace to you from God our Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

The following devotion is from Luther’s Breviary – A Meditation for each Day 
of the year. The book is comprised of various collections of Luther’s        
quotations (often called “Little treasury”) that has been handed down to us. 
In the foreword it says “These little meditations written by the great       
Reformer link theology with social responsibility, and spiritual depth with 
reforming action.” (pg 6) 
 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John 
testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’“) 16From 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No 
one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the        
Father’s heart, who has made him known.  John 1:14-18 
 

If the law says to your anxious conscience: “You are commanded to do      
various tasks. You, however, have not carried out these commandments and 
so you will be held responsible for their omission.”  
 

In a struggle of this kind and in a state of mortal dread, it is a matter of   
urgency that faith should take heart, assert itself with all its might and     
denounce the law with the following counterargument: “Well, my dear law, 
do you really think that you alone are God’s Word? What about the Gospel, 
isn’t that also God’s Word as well? Has the Promise already come to its final 
conclusion? Has God’s mercy also ceased to function?”  
 

If the law accuses me of being a sinner and of being entered in God’s register 
of sinners, then I have to confess that this is the case, but then the argument 
can be pursued as follows: the fact that I am condemned cannot be           
repudiated, but instead, I must defend myself with the full strength of my 
faith and say: there is no doubt that according to the law I am condemned as 
a poor reprobate sinner; but I make my appeal by proceeding from the law to 
the Gospel.  
 

God has given us a Word that stands above the Law and this Word is called 
the Gospel, which dispenses the forgiveness of sins, righteousness and life by 
the grace of God. 
 

God’s Peace to you all, 
Pastor Barbara 

  

 

Update from Council 
 

May Council Meeting Highlights 

 Furnace Fundraiser Update: thank you to all who have generously 
contributed to this point. The funds received to date for the      
furnace are $4,300 which means we are still looking for an       
additional $5,700 to reach our goal of $10,000.  

 

 Anyone interested in joining a pictorial wall (ad hoc) task force? 
Council is looking at creating a pictorial directory of Ascension    
members - but not in booklet form. Instead this would be posted on 
a wall in or near the Place of Welcome. In addition to the member 
family pictures there would be pictures of each Ministry Team    
members for your reference. If this planning task force something 
you would like to be a part of, please speak to Les Pgetzke. 

 

 We are looking for and Administrative Assistant to start in the office 
on July 4, 2017. For more information, please visit our church    
website (www.alchurch.ca) and look under ‘Welcome - Job          
Opportunity’ 

 

 Our Colombia Ministry Team and Sunday School will be getting to-
gether to make empanadas on June 3, and we will be selling them 
for our “Heat for the Heat” Furnace fundraiser on June 4, after 
worship. Please join us for this opportunity to raise funds for our 
furnaces.  

 

 June is Stewardship Month! Some events throughout the month    
include:  

  -June 4th – Empanada Fundraiser  
  -June 11th - Synod Ponder Anew Dinner  
  -June 18th – Paul Chell Ascenson-ians Around the World     
    presentation – Eco Bike Trip 

Lingle Endowment Fund 
Money is available from the Lingle Fund to assist any congregational mem-
ber with their further education, be it secular or Christian. Some examples 
of the educational purposes the fund covers are: 

 educational/library material 

 educational programs 

 church camps 

 vacation bible school 

 conventions 

 retreats 

 Sunday school material 
If you are interested in applying, or would like more information, please 
speak to a council member. 



  

 

Noticias de Colombia 
 

Tricia shared a conversation she had with Yirlandi, one of the leaders 
of our partner congregation in Yopal, at announcements on May 14. In 
case you missed it, this is how it went:  
 

I had the loveliest conversation with Yirlandi from Yopal. We        
messaged each other for a while, and she said she showed our video 
from Palm Sunday to the congregation and they enjoyed it very much. 
We talked about how they have been without a pastor for 2 years now 
and how her husband Luis Eduardo is leading worship and visitations, 
they have Bible studies once a week, and there have even been new 
families joining the church!  
 

I mentioned to Yirlandi that our furnace died this winter and that we 
have to fundraise to pay for a new one. I told her we would be selling 
empanadas to help raise money for the furnace. And.... guess what 
she said my friends... "Patricia I would like to propose something from 
here... that we could host an activity and what we raise that day we 
could send to you to help.  It wouldn't be much, but we would like to 
help you!" 
 

I was so humbled by this gesture!! Thinking we surely couldn’t accept    
money from them, I asked her to pray for us, and she said yes but we 
also want to help. I asked her to send us recipes for empanadas, and 
she said she would but she also wanted to help! Yirlandi said she 
would "organize an event and we will make some empanadas to sell, 
and the money we raise we will send to you, and it will be beauti-
ful!"   
 

Yirlandi also said she would indeed send me some recipes, and then 
she offered to make a video of her and some of the Sunday School 
children making empanadas so that we can learn how to make them 
for our sale! 
 

I thanked Yirlandi for her kindness and generosity…. And I was moved     
beyond words. 
 

Our Sunday School will be getting together to make empanadas on 
June 3, and we will be selling them for our Heat for the Heat       
Furnace fundraiser on June 4 after worship. 
 

Please join us and our sisters and brothers in Yopal for this            
opportunity to raise funds for our furnaces.  
 

Muchas gracias. 

Summer office hours will take effect June 6. The office will be 

open 9am-1:30pm Tuesday-Thursday. 

  

Bishop’s Message - June 2017 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ – 
 

The month of June holds two of my favorite synodical gatherings. 
 

They aren’t the Ponder Anew planned giving events happening throughout 
the Synod – although I am looking forward to these gatherings. The Bishop’s 
Self-Care and Renewal Team will be meeting and, though very important for 
me personally, this isn’t what I’m thinking about. Then there is the June 
meeting of our Synod’s Committee for Theological Education and            
Leadership. Yes, important – but again, not what I’m thinking about. Oh, and 
I can’t forget the June 10 gathering of all National Convention delegates – 
important, but not it. 
 

Tuesday, June 13 the Diaconal Ministers will gather at the Synod office. This 
is the 3rd time that such a gathering has been hosted by our Synod. It is a 
time for learning, relationship-building, worship, fellowship, prayer and 
feasting. This year the learning component will be offered by Julien       
Hammond, Ecumenical and Interfaith Officer of the Catholic Diocese of    
Edmonton. Many of you will remember Julien’s presentation at each of our 
fall area gatherings in 2016 – Reformation 500: A Roman Catholic             
Perspective. 
 

And the 5th Annual gathering of our retired rostered ministers and spouses 
will take place at Camp Kuriakos, Sylvan Lake, Wednesday, June 14, with 
The Rev. Dr. Kayko Driedger Hesslein sharing of Reformation 500. I look    
forward to a wonderful day of conversation, food (prepared by Cathy 
Kochendorfer) and worship. 
 

The gathering of Synod Diaconal Ministers and retired rostered ministers and 
spouses. Two of my favorite synodical gatherings. Why?  It’s all about       
relationships. I am encouraged as the diaconal ministers affirm and pray for 
one another. I am strengthened in faith as our retired leaders and spouses 
greet one another with deep affection, appreciation and love…and as the 
stories are shared. 
 

I give thanks to God for each…and for all.  
 

In Christ Jesus – 
Shalom, 
+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer 

Becoming an Ascension-ian 
Are you interested in becoming a member of Ascension? Sometime in the 
next few weeks there will be a meeting for those who wish to become    
members of Ascension. This meeting will provide a brief overview of who we 
are, and what we believe as Lutherans. The date has yet to be determined, 
but if this is something that interests you, please speak to Pastor Barbara. 



  

OFFERINGS 
  

April 30 
May 7 
May 14 
May 21 

Current 
 

2,008.00 
4,689.00 
4,699.00 

999.00 

Benev. 
 

265.00 
720.50 
877.00 
236.00 

Desig. Min. 
 

158.00 
249.50 

9.00 
106.00 

ATTENDANCE   
 

Apr 30: 77  May 7: 65  May 14: 74  May 21: 66 

“Building Community: Welcoming the Stranger/Loving Our       
Neighbor”   
 

The Lay Academy at the Lutheran Theological Seminary in           
Saskatoon is offering the Spring/Summer session in June, and we are 
the host site for the Edmonton area.  
 

In two morning sessions participants will explore what it means to 
welcome the stranger and getting to know one’s neighbors - not just 
in the church but in our communities as well. And we will discuss and 
learn about ‘loving others as ourselves’.  
 

“At first glance it may appear like we have nothing in common but we 
need to commit to listening and connecting, to going a step beyond.”  
 

These sessions will simultaneously be offered across the four western 
synods on Saturday, June 3 and June 10, 2017 from 9:40 am - 12:10 
pm AB/NWT/SK time. 
 

Registration is $30 per session. Please see the poster on the      
triangle bulletin board, or visit  
https://layacademy5.wixsite.com/elcicwla/sessions  
for more information. 

  
The Year of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation  
 

The Good News in Pictures – Lucas Cranach the Elder 
Lucas Cranach the Elder was born in Kronach, about 90 km north of Nürnberg 
in upper Franconia, Germany. The date of his birth is not entirely clear. It 
was probably in 1472.    
 

Cranach, who took the name of his birth town as his last name, showed great 
talent very early on, and it is likely that Lucas apprenticed under his father 
Hans Maler (which means ‘painter’).  
 

In 1504 Lucas received an invitation to come to Wittenberg and join the 
court of Frederick, the Wise as his personal artist. For the rest of his life 
Cranach remained under the patronage of three successive electoral Saxony 
princes as their court painter. 
 

In 1510 Cranach married Barbara Brengbier. They had five children: Hans 
(1513-1537), Lucas the Younger (1515-1586), Ursula (1517-?), Barbara (?-
1601), and Anna (1520-1577)  
 

In the early years in Wittenberg, Cranach’s work was mainly comprised of 
paintings commissioned by Frederick the Wise. But by 1507, he opened his 
own studio with at least one student working under him.  A year later, he 
was presented with a coat of arms featuring a winged serpent with a golden 
ring. So far, his works had been either unsigned, or signed simply with his 
initials. But the serpent became Cranach’s sole signature for the rest of his 
career. You can see it on many of his paintings and his printed works. 
 

Cranach had a great influence on the Reformation - not through his ideas, 
his books, or his ecclesiastical service, but his art. In fact, he was the most 
important purveyor of the Reformation. His paintings introduced the leaders 
of the reform movement to the people. Even more so, they functioned as 
visual conduits for Luther’s theology.  
 

Cranach had a major affect on the spread of the Reformation itself as well. 
The woodcuts that embellish many of the treatises published by the Witten-
berg reformers gained great popularity due to the fast-growing influence of 
the printing press. And his woodcuts in the Luther Bible took on a crucial 
catechetical function, for they represent biblical passages. 
 

In general, many of Cranach’s paintings depict the foundational themes of 
the Protestant Reformation such as Sola Scriptura, Sola Fide, and Solus 
Christus (Scripture alone, faith alone, Christ alone). And the theme of Law 
and Gospel is prevalent in his work. The most famous work Allegory of Law 
and Grace was produced as both a woodcut and a panel painting. It shows 
the crucifixion on the one side as a blessing to the faithful. On the other side 
it features the torment of those under the old law. (It is one of my favorite 
Cranach paintings!)  
 

Even though Cranach was very committed to the Wittenberg reformers he 
also worked for some of Luther’s opponents. He produced numerous altar 
pieces for churches that remained aligned with Rome. Beyond that, he 



  
served other Saxon nobility with paintings that often bordered on the       
sensual if not scandalous, including Greek deities and nudes. 
 

Throughout his life Cranach wore many hats. He was one of the most highly 
respected and richest citizens of Wittenberg. As such he was a member of 
Wittenberg's town council for numerous years and also held the office of 
mayor a number of times.  
 

Many artists worked under him in his thriving studio, including his two sons, 
Hans and Lucas, who worked alongside him. While Cranach sketched the 
works, they would paint them. That increased his productivity immensely, 
and Cranach's workshop developed into an extremely versatile artistic     
manufacturing business. Several thousand painting, engravings, and prints 
were produced here. 
 

Cranach also owned a apothecary or pharmacy, a wine store, a bookstore, 
and a printer’s shop in Wittenberg.  
 

On a personal level Cranach and Luther became close friends. Cranach was 
Luther’s best man, and Lucas and Barbara Cranach were the witnesses to 
Martin Luther and Katharina von Bora’s wedding. Katharina had found refuge 
in the Cranach household after she had fled her Benedictine convent. And 
here is where she and Luther met. Cranach also drafted the wedding portrait 
of the Luthers. Lucas and Martin became godparents to one of each of the 
other’s children.  
 

Cranach has painted the most famous portraits of the reformer, as well as 
portraits of both Luther’s parents.  
 

The death of his highly gifted son Hans in 1537 in Bologna hit Cranach hard. 
Four years later his wife Barbara also died in 1541.  
 

In 1547 Cranach asked Emperor Charles V to have mercy on his employer 
Elector John Friedrich who was imprisoned, and followed the pardoned   
Elector to Weimar in 1552, where he died on October 16, 1553 at the age of 
approximately 81. The inscription of his tomb stone reads “pictor            
celerimus”—the swiftest painter. 
 

Based on articles in  
Der Spiegel, Geschichte – Die Reformation, Aufstand gegen Kaiser und Papst, magazine; 
http://reformation500.csl.edu/bio/lucas-cranach-the-elder/ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucas_Cranach_the_Elder 

Remember to Recycle 
 

The following items are still being collected to help various charities: 

 Used stamps for the Bible Society to sell to raise funds for Bibles sent 
around the world 

 Used eye glasses sent to Third World countries to be remade into glasses 
others can use 

 Pop/beer can tabs to help purchase wheelchairs for disabled children 
 

Boxes for these items can be found in the left bench box under the mailboxes. 

  

Reformation Challenge Update 
 

2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the Reformation 
 

The Lutheran World Federation encourages Lutherans around the world to 
lift up this commemoration. 
 

Join with Lutherans across Canada and take the Reformation Challenge as 
we commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation and demon-
strate our excitement for the theme Liberated by God's Grace. 
 

The Reformation Challenge calls us to: 

 Sponsor 500 refugees to Canada 

 Provide 500 scholarships for ELCJHL schools 

 Plant 500,000 trees 

 Give $500,000 to the LWF Endowment Fund 
 

The following numbers represent the current commitments made by ELCIC 
members and congregations as of March 23, 2017. 
 

Refugees Sponsored   ELCJHL Scholarships   
 

Goal: 500     Goal: 500 
Actual: 536     Actual: 144 
 

Trees Planted     LWF Endowment Fund 
 

Goal: 500,000    Goal: $500,000  
Actual: 63,856    Actual: $139,929 

Food Bank Donations 
In 2016, Edmonton’s food bank collected, sorted, repackaged, and           
redistributed 4.2 million kilograms of food. Here at Ascension, we support 
this mission by collecting new, unopened packages (before their expiry 
date) in the box in the Place of Welcome. 
 

If you are at all able, please consider donating some of the Edmonton Food 
Bank’s most needed items: 

 beans (with or without pork) 

 canned fish or meat 

 baby formula 

 peanut butter (500g) 

 healthy school snacks (100% real fruit juice boxes, granola bars, fruit 
cups) 

 soup 

 canned fruit or vegetables 

 pasta & pasta sauce 
 

Thank you for helping to support this valuable service! 



  

Hymn of the Month 
 

Oh, Worship the King by Sir Robert Grant 
 

For the month of June we will sing three verses of Oh, Worship the 
King by Sir Robert Grant (1779-1838). It will be our Offertory Hymn, 
and we’ll sing verses 1, 3 and 4. The information of this hymn is   
mostly based on Randy Petersen’s book Be Still My Soul. 
 

Grant, a British statesman with a strong social conscience, was born in 
India in 1779. He completed his higher education at the University of 
Oxford. And then, as Petersen states, he worked as a lawyer.  
 

At the age of 29 Grant won a seat in Parliament where he remained 
for many years. Social issues were close to his heart throughout his 
whole life. Petersen writes, “He was known and loved for his struggles 
for civil rights, especially for Jews.” (pg 243) But Grant also fought for 
other minority groups, was a strong supporter of world missions, and 
quite influential among evangelicals in the Church of England. And not 
just that. “He was on the board of the East India Company, and   
eventually governor of Bombay.”  
 

The ambitious Grant took his position as an opportunity to put his   
concerns into action, and -according to Petersen- “selflessly served 
the people of India during his tenure as governor.” He opened several 
new roads (boosting the local economy), and an Indian medical      
college is named in his honour. 
 

Overall, Sir Robert Grant was a busy man.  Yet somehow, he found 
time to write hymns. Oh, Worship the King is the most renowned 
among them. 
 

This hymn of praise is based on “the opening image of Psalm 104 – 
God wrapping himself in the glory of creation.” God’s various names 
are explicitly mentioned or hinted at throughout the hymn. Petersen 
states, “Frankly, it’s hard to pack so much truth into a mere 168    
syllables, but Grant managed to do so while presenting vibrant images 
and pleasant rhymes.” 
 

Four years into his governorship, Sir Robert Grant died on July 9, 1839 
at the age of 59. 

  

Luther Lite 
In this section you will find fun facts, quizzes, puzzles, and games 
around Luther and the Reformation. 
 

Who said it? 
Five of the ten statements below are quotes from Martin Luther.    
Circle which ones were his! 
 

1. I have no pleasure in any man who despises music. It is no    
 invention of ours: it is the gift of God. I place it next to        
 theology. Satan hates music: he knows how it drives the evil 
 spirit out of us. 

 

2. I am ready to meet my maker, but whether my maker is       
 prepared for the great ordeal of meeting me is another matter. 

 

3. A miser grows rich by seeming poor. An extravagant man grows 
 poor by seeming rich. 
 

4. A good servant is a real godsend, but truly this is a rare bird in 
 the land. 
 

5. Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you mad. 
 

6. Peace if possible, but truth at any rate. 
 

7. The man who does not read books has no advantage over the 
 man that cannot read them. 
 

8. Who loves not women, wine, and song remains a fool his whole 
 life long. 
 

9. Let the wife make the husband glad to come home, and let him 
 make her sorry to see him leave. 
 

10. The ideas that have lighted my way and, time after time, have 
 given me new courage to face life cheerfully have been       
 Kindness, Beauty, and Truth. 
 

Please hand in your answers by June 18. Those who identify all 5   
Luther quotes correctly will receive a prize! The answers will be in 
the June update. 
 

Congratulations to Lovell Mittelstadt who found all 15 words in May’s 
Reformation word search! 
 

May’s answers: Church, Theses, Thunderstorm, Martin, Luther, Pope, 
Sin, Bible, Monk, Wittenberg, Wartburg, Ninetyfive, Indulgence, Faith, 
Translation 



    


